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North Cornwall Township 

Supervisors General Meeting 

Minutes for February 5, 2013 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The February 5, 2013 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Mr. 
Kelly at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The meeting was held at the North Cornwall Township 
Office, 320 S. 18th Street, Lebanon, PA  17042. 
 
In attendance were Kip Kelly, Chairman, Ammon Peiffer, Jr., Vice-chairman and Samuel Abram, Jr., Member, 
Robin L. Getz, Township Manager, David DiDonna, Solicitor and Jim Caldwell from Rettew Assoc.  Also in 
attendance representing the Township were Tom Long, Public Works Director and Chief Todd Hirsch, North 
Cornwall Township Police Department. 
 
Others in attendance per the attached sign-in sheet. 
 

Announcement of Personnel/Executive Sessions: 
 
-None  

 
Public Comment: 

 
Perry Hilbert, Quittapahilla Drive - Informed the Board that he attended the joint meeting on January 30th 
concerning the stormwater ordinance.  He is not happy that nothing is being done to keep the area clean and that he 
feels the Corps of Engineers made the problem when they installed that channel. 
 
Tom Davis, Cart Way – Wondered why the minutes were not on the website. 
 
Marilyn Tyson, N. Mill Street – Wanted an update as to the sewer survey, specifically if the well customers would 
get some relief moving forward. She would be satisfied if their well could be metered and would be willing to cover 
that expense. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to close public comment.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the December 4, 2012 regular Board meeting (tabled from the last meeting) and the January 7, 2013 
Reorganizational/General Board meeting were brought to the floor for discussion.  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2012 regular Board Meeting.  Mr. 
Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Abram suggested a clarification to the January 7, 2013 Minutes, however the other Supervisors thought that 
such change was unnecessary.  Mr. Abram felt this restated the importance of recording meetings.   
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2013 Reorganization/General Board 
meeting as presented.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Motion passed with two in favor and Mr. Abram 
opposed. 
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Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The Board reviewed expenditures totaling $266,489.54 and receipts totaling $218,409.33.  Following review of 
expenditures and receipts, the grand total of all funds was reported to be $2,068,340.96. 
 

Mr. Peiffer made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay bills as presented and to file the report 
subject to audit.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Abram offered his thanks for the Year-to-date reports but stated they need to be modified for better benefit. 

 
Chief of Police: 

 
-PLCB training update from January 31 – Chief Hirsch reported there were 22 officers in attendance from 7 
different departments in 3 counties and it was very beneficial. The next training will be held March 6th and 7th 
dealing with underage drinking/Juveniles. 
 
-Monthly Summary report for January was presented by Chief Hirsch.  Mr. Abram asked about fire alarms and if we 
are collecting for them.  Mr. Kelly noted the 163 calls reported and wondered if they were all recorded with the new 
camera equipment. 
 
-Annual Summary Report for 2012 was provided by Chief Hirsch. 
 
Chief Hirsch also reported that Officer Houser completed an animal handling work session which is great shared 
information for the department to have this specialty.  Also, Officer Savini will be attending a latent fingerprint 
session. 
 
Mr. Hilbert requested the Chief notify Cleona about the dangerous placement of the dumpster on Route 422.  At the 
very least it should have reflectors. 
 
Mr. Caldwell commented that in his business he attends many municipal meetings and no one else is as active as this 
department anywhere else.  Their involvement in the community, training and equipment surpass what he sees 
anywhere else.  This is a good thing for the community. 
 

Public Works Director: 
 
-Road Paving Update – Mr. Long reported on the project based on the budget funding available. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to advertise the bid packet based on the summary of roads to be paved as provided.  
Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Sewer Report: 
 

Mr. Long did report that Mr. Rehab contacted him earlier and that they were working in the Pleasant Hill area again. 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 

-Updates from meeting of January 30th – Mr. Gearhart was in attendance and provided an overview of the joint 
meeting.  As a way of introduction, he explained to those in attendance the history of where we are and the mandates 
and requirements that have gotten us to where we are.  He explained that we will now need to include in our 
regulations water quality efforts as well.  He noted that it was a good discussion and that we received a five page 
review letter from Steckbeck Engineering which all felt had merit.  The core group will now be assembled to work 
through the details. 
 
Mr. Abram thanked Mr. Gearhart and Mr. Caldwell for spending the extra time to work through this and explain 
things. 
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Fred Tomco again inquired why the City is not helping with the water issues. 
 
Mr. Gearhart then discussed the Regional Comp Plan. He noted it was brought up at their meeting and provided 
information to the board related to those discussions.  The Planning Commission felt it important for the board to 
support their request to have language included that would support the preservation of the designated natural 
resource areas.   
 
Ellie Salahub added that the document will serve as a guide and as such should have restrictive language.  
Consideration of municipal compliance should be based by the impact it will make by the general consensus of the 
residents who will be directly impacted. 
 
Mr. Kelly agreed that in planned conservation areas you want to discourage development which will help the water 
issues we have discussed long term. 
 
Ms. Salahub added that the recommended riparian buffers were also critical. 
 
It was announced that the next meeting will be held Wednesday, February27, 2013 at 7:00PM. 
 

Fire Chief/Representative 
 

-Information to be provided – Chief Nelson was in attendance and wanted to discuss the false fire alarms.  It was 
agreed to pull the ordinance to be clear of the process.  He also asked about what they are to do with animals located 
at fire scenes since the Humane Society has changed their process.  They are expecting delivery of the new truck by 
the end of March and are working on selling the old truck that it will replace.  They will also be changing the time 
line of the fundraising letters from October to March. 
 

Recreation Board: 
 
-Advertise – Playground Director and Assistant – Mr. Long reported that the advertisement for a playground director 
and assistant has been prepared and the rec members informed of the same. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to move forward with placing the advertisement.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Manager’s Report: 

 
Ms. Getz began that the first four items of the report are directly related to the flooding issues discussed throughout 
the evening.  Her report was as follows: 
 
-Announce attendance at meeting of the Flood Mitigation Plan-County – She reported that this meeting is part of the 
required process for renewing the County plan which must be done every 5 years.  Further she was the only 
municipal representative in attendance.  She had, at that time, requested the plan consider mitigation of the Hazel 
Dike issues globally since multiple municipalities contribute and as a result multiple municipalities are hit with the 
aftermath of events. 
 
-Announce attendance of LCCWA meeting – She announced they had a meeting. 
 
-Announce – Meeting with DEP official concerning FEMA contract-ultimate survey – As a result of the request at 
the October meeting, Ms. Getz has contacted her FEMA rep who referred her to the Silver Jacket organization that 
resulted in contact by the DEP rep.  She reported that Mr. Long spent approximately 3-hours taking him on a tour of 
the entire dike system from the beginning to the end.  In order for this to proceed, the Township will be required to 
circulate survey forms to the known impacted areas for historical events and accumulated damages.  A 
determination will be made on the receipt of that information. 
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-Announce-participation with Webinar concerning Storm Water Chloride contamination – The next wave of 
problems is the road salt being allowed to enter the storm conveyance.  She reported that the chloride sampling in 
lakes/creeks/streams/rivers were exceptionally high over the summer months which indicates it is entering through 
the groundwater aquifer system. 
 
As a result of the meetings, she reported to the board that two of the four suggested she prepare the board to float a 
multi-million dollar bond as the damage will not constitute funding.  Further damage to streets, bridges, road berms 
is not considered it is only for occupied dwellings. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed to schedule a meeting with Congressman Dent, Senator Folmer and 
Representative Gingrich and anyone else to discuss the severe water/flooding issues we are having and ask for relief 
through their sources. 
 
-Announce Safety Committee met and reviewed use of website toolkit.  She reported that the committee will meet 
again on February 14th. 
 
-Announce the Auditors did have a meeting on January 31, 2013. 
 
-Announce Tentative date for Joint Officials Regional Comp Plan – March 7th – She announced  it will be held at the 
South Lebanon elementary school and the suggested times were 6:00, 6:30 or 7PM to begin.  All agreed on 6PM. 
 
-Discussion/Action – Advertise for Agricultural Rental of Land – She reported that we are approaching planting 
season and in order to get the best price, she suggested advertising the land for planting with an award at the March 
meeting.  All agreed this was a good idea and to move forward with advertising. 
 
-Housekeeping – Sign final right-of-way mylars for Chestnut Street Bridge – She reported that  this will be the last 
step to proceed to bid.  All agreed that this has been a very long process. 
 
Ms. Getz added to the agenda that a DCNR Grant round was available at a 50/50 rate.  She suggested it to be 
referred to the Rec Board, since the project needed to be determined.  The deadline date is April 10, 2013.  The 
board thought that a good project for them to undertake. 
 

 -Announce next set of featured Businesses of the Week (4) by order of draw 
 

1. Susquehanna Bank 
2. Henise Tire Service 
3. Yogey’s Miniature Golf and Ice Cream Parlor 
4. A & S Asphalt, LLC 
 

New Business: 
 
-Action – Resolution #2013-5 related to the road paving bids 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve Resolution #2013-5.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
-Action – Place for advertisement traffic control ordinance updates  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to place this advertisement.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
It was noted that Mr. DiDonna will get the final review prior to advertisement. 
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-Action – Place for advertisement the UCC Property Maintenance – Mr. DiDonna explained briefly that this item 
must be addressed every three years.  As they are working with their other clients they noted it was time for us to 
address ours as well.  The State is requiring municipalities to adopt portions of the 2012 Uniform Construction Code 
(specifically Ch. 11 and Appendix “E”).  There is a process to adopt these sections, which requires a draft Ordinance 
to be prepared and sent to L&I for review.  There is also the need for a hearing, which Ms. Getz is tentatively 
planning for the April meeting.  It was her understanding that she was authorized to prepare the Ordinance, submit it 
to L&I and make the necessary arrangements for the Ordinance’s consideration by the Board.  Mr. DiDonna 
requested the material be reviewed for action at a later date. 
 
-Action – Accept James Eirich’s resignation from the Zoning Hearing Board 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to accept the resignation.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
-Action – Darrel Ebersole Plan (Lot Addition) – Mr. Gearhart presented for consideration.  Also, this is the first plan 
under the new zoning ordinance.  Mr. Caldwell added that it does not meet the ordinance as it cannot support the 10 
acre minimum or the 2 acre maximum for residential use, however it does meet the exception that is provided.  It 
was explained that the 9 acre parcel is already physically separated by Rocherty Road so the two farmers that are 
involved wanted to make the separation legal.  It was noted that the land was to continue as it currently is for 
grazing.  The plan was noted that it could not be developed. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to accept the plan meeting the review letter issued by Rettew.  Mr. Abram 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Old Business: 

 
-Action (Status Report) – Release/Reduction Letter of Credit for Creekside – Mr. Caldwell reported that they were 
contacted to schedule a meeting to get this project finalized for taking. 

 
Plan Briefings: 
 

-Women’s Health Care – Mr. Caldwell presented and noted it was moving from the Hyman Kaplan Pavilion to these 
two lots at the Tuck Business Park.  It would house 11 physicians, 38 employees and exceed the required 104 
parking spaces.  The Planning Commission had been briefed and action is hoped to take place at the next meeting. 

 
Engineer’s Report: 
 

Mr. Caldwell offered the additional items: 
 
1. Added to the manager’s report that the DCNR ranking for the township would be strong using the Corps of 

Engineers as their work in kind.  He felt the project would only begin in 2015.  It was important to nail down 
the concept plan for submission. 
 

2. He thanked the board for his company’s reappointment. 
 

3. He requested a meeting be set with the stormwater core group to get the Ordinance in final format. 
 

4. He noted that Springwood was moving forward with application of their Highway Occupancy Permit. 
 

5. He noted that the MS-4 core group met earlier in the day to continue those compliance effort for the permit 
renewal date of March 10th. 
 

6. He noted that he had been contacted with someone interested in the TSC pad. 
 

7. He informed the board that they will begin to get the draft SLDO prepared. 
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8. He provided information related to the EXPO Center as a result of an inquiry and options for consideration.  He 
noted that if the township would consider moving forward with assigning the EXPO its own zoning district that 
expense would need to be theirs. 

 
Mr. Peiffer commented that the facility has truly moved away from where it began and that the farming community 
has not had the full benefit in some time due to the costs and has been moving events elsewhere as a result.  He even 
noted that the Chamber relocated the farm city banquet to another location as he understood for the same reason. 
 
Mr. abram though it was an incredible asset that we need to find a way for them to use it to its fullest. 
 

 Solicitor’s Report: 
 
-None 

 
Supervisor’s Report: 

 
Mr. Kelly announced the need for an executive session to discuss litigation, immediately following this meeting. 
 

Standing Reports: 
 

The Zoning Officer’s reported was posted on our website. 
 

Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Kelly moved to adjourn at 9:26PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
slw 
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